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The  Urban  District  of  Eston. 


Chairman  of  the  Council : 

COUNCILLOR  J.  FINEGAN. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  H.  HEALEY. 

Committee. 

The  whole  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  constitute  the 

Public  Health  Committee. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

* Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMES  A.  DUNLOP,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.S.I. 

* Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent : 
WILLIAM  LINSLEY,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  R.Pc.  (Meat  & Food). 

* Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

ALFRED  KING,  C.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Food)  Resigned  26.2.1946. 

JAMES  H.  BURROWS,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.  (Meat  and  Food) 

from  1.3.1946. 

Clerks;  W.  VERRILL. 

MISS  M.  BRACE  (Resigned  August,  1946). 

MISS  M.  COLWELL  (From  26.9.1946). 

MISS  E.  LISTER. 

Matron  of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital : 

MISS  J.  ARTHUR. 

* Contributions  to  Salary  from  Exchequer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Eston  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  this  district  for  the  year,  1946. 

As  is  usual,  I have  made  such  comments  as  I have  thought 
necessary  in  the  body  of  the  report  itself ; there  are,  however,  one 
or  two  general  observations  which  may  be  made  more  conveniently 
this  stage. 

It  is  pleasing  to  have  to  record  that,  as  judged  by  the  Vital 
Statistics,  this  year  shows  some  improvement  on  the  previous  year, 
there  being  an  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate,  a decrease  in  both  the 
Death  Rate  and  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.  the  deaths  of 
infants  in  the  first  year  of  life  per  thousand  births.  The  reduction 
of  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  from  67  to  41  is  gratifying,  but  it  has 
to  be  remembered  that  this  represents  30  infant  deaths  in  the  year 
in  this  district.  Of  these  deaths  the  largest  single  cause  is  Prematurity, 
which  was  responsible  for  9 deaths,  and  I submit  that  it  is  still  nec- 
essary to  repeat  what  I said  in  my  last  Annual  Report : “At  the  same 
time  one  wonders  if  these  delicate  infants  were  cared  for  in  a special 
children’s  hospital  they  might  manage  to  overcome  their  birth 
handicap.” 

There  is  still  a great  and  urgent  need  for  more  maternity  beds 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district.  The  serious  housing 
situation  in  this  as  in  all  other  districts  intensifies  the  need  for  more 
beds.  I need  not  here  dilate  on  the  seriousness  of  the  present  shortage 
of  houses,  and  I am  well  aware  that  this  Council  has  an  excellent 
record  in  this  respect,  but  I do  feel  that  there  are  two  serious  Health 
and  Social  menaces  facing  us  to-day  due  to  the  housing  shortage ; 
I refer  in  the  first  place  to  the  serious  overcrowding  forcing  too  many 
of  our  younger  people  to  start  married  life  with  the  great  handicap 
of  not  having  a home  of  their  own,  and  in  the  second  place,  to  the 
danger  of  health  due  to  our  present  inability  to  house  our  Tubercular 
families  adequately. 
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I feel  that  it  is  appropriate  in  reviewing  the  year  1946,  to  make 
some  reference  to  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  which  passed 
into  law  in  that  year.  I need  not  of  course  make  any  reference  to 
that  portion  of  the  Act  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  General  Medical 
Practitioners.  The  Act  removes  the  control  of  all  Hospitals  (including 
our  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital)  to  Regional  Plospital  Boards,  and 
if  this  new  plan  achieves  its  purpose  of  more  closely  co-ordinating 
Hospital  treatment  of  all  kinds  for  the  benefit  of  all,  it  will  have  been 
well  worth  while.  For  communal  health  purposes  the  Act  recognises 
only  County  Councils  and  County  Boroughs.  This  might  seem  at 
first  to  eliminate  much  of  the  usefulness  of  District  Councils,  but 
these  major  health  authorities  have  powers  of  delegation  of  many  of 
their  functions  to  local  committees.  If  this  power  of  delegation  is 
used  wisely,  and  leads  to  the  establishment  of  the  two-tier  system  of 
local  government  whereby  the  local  health  affairs  of  Eston  are  managed 
by  a Committee  of  the  people  of  Eston,  under  the  broad  supervision 
of  the  County  Council,  then,  I feel  sure,  local  interest  will  be  increased, 
and  a very  satisfactory  method  of  local  government  established. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  and 
to  my  colleagues  on  the  Staff  of  the  Council  for  the  help  and  support 
I have  been  given  from  them  during  the  year.  I am  also  grateful  to 
the  Matron  and  Staff  of  the  Hospital  for  the  high  standard  of  their 
work  and  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal 
co-operation. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  DUNLOP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Condition 


of  the  Area. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  District 
in  the  mid-year  1946  was  3I5OIO5  as  compared  with  an  estimate  of 
population  for  the  mid-year  1945  of  29,150.  During  the  war  years 
estimates  of  population  were  not  published,  but  these  may  now  be 
given ; comparisons  are  as  follows  : — 


Registrar  General’s  estimate,  mid-year  1940 

55  5?  J5  194^ 

5?  35  33  194^ 

33  33  33  ^943 

33  33  33  1^944 

33  33  33  ^945 

33  33  33  194^ 


GENERAL  STATISTICS, 


29,460 

28,950 

28,550 

28.010 
28,810 
293I50 

31.010 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Accountant  who  has  supplied 
me  with  the  following  statistics  : — 


Area  of  the  District  (acres)  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1946)  according 

to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  value  (September,  1946)  

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ... 


5.559 

8,241 

£136,285 

£523 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Since  the  general  health  of  a community  is  considerably  influenced 
by  the  economic  conditions  prevailing  in  that  community,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  know  that  during  the  year  under  review  the  major  industries 
in  the  area  have  been  prosperous.  From  my  general  observations 
in  the  district,  there  appears  now,  to  be  fewer  women  employed  in 
industry  than  during  war-time.  While  the  conditions  of  war  made 
such  employment  necessary,  I feel  now,  that,  taking  everything  into 
consideration,  it  is  to  the  general  good  that,  wherever  it  is  possible, 
our  guiding  principle  should  be  that  the  mother’s  place  is  in  the  home. 

In  my  capacity  as  School  Medical  Inspector  in  the  district, 
I have  been  in  a position  to  assess  the  general  health  standard  of  the 
school  children  in  this  area.  I am  satisfied  that,  thanks  largely  to 
the  provision  of  milk  and  meals  in  the  schools,  the  children  are 
maintaining  a very  satisfactory  standard  of  general  health.  As  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Welfare  Centres,  which  are  attended  by  the  vast  majority 


4 


of  the  nursing  mothers  in  this  district,  I am  in  a position  to  state  that, 
amongst  these  mothers  there  is  a very  satisfactory  standard  of  health. 

In  my  last  report,  I made  reference  to  our  difficulties  in  attempting 
to  institute  a scheme  of  Domestic  Helps  for  this  district.  Since  then, 
the  responsibility  for  this  Scheme  has  reverted  to  the  County  Council. 
Such  a scheme  is  so  very  essential  that  I am  sure  every  possible  step 
will  be  taken  to  bring  it  into  being.  With  fewer  women  now  employed 
in  industry,  I am  very  hopeful  that  it  will  now  be  easier  to  obtain  the 
necessary  helps. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Live  Births.  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  682  344  338 

Illegitimate  47  25  22 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  23.5. 
(Rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 19.1). 

Still  Births.  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  13  9 4 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  17.5. 

DEATHS. 

Total  Male  Female 

344  188  156 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ii.i. 


(Rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 11.5). 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  i year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 41. i 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  42.5 

Illegitimate  infants  pen  ,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  21.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  49 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  i 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 

The  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year,  divided  into  age 
groups,  are  as  follows  : — 


30  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 


6 

55 

over 

I 

year  and  under 

5 years. 

2 

55 

53 

5 

33 

33 

10  „ 

3 

53 

33 

10 

33 

33 

15  33 

17 

53 

35 

15 

33 

33 

25  33 

39 

33 

33 

25 

33 

33 

45  .. 

102 

33 

35 

45 

33 

33 

65  33 

72 

53 

33 

65 

33 

53 

75  .. 

73 

33 

33 

75 

33 

of  age. 
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Analysis  of  infantile  mortality,  1946. 


Cause  of 
death 

Under 

I week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

under 

4 weeks 

1-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

I year 

Congenital 

Heart 

Disease 

2 

I 

3 

3 

Cerebral 

Birth  Lesions 

2 

I 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Prematurity 

6 

2 

— 

I 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Icterus 

(premature) 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Asphyxia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

2 

Atelectasis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

2 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Immaturity 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Burns 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Toxeamia 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Congenital 

Abnormality 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Totals 

•17 

4 

2 

I 

24 

3 

I 

I 

I 

30 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

Diphtheria 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  (other  Forms) 

Syphilitic  disease 

Influenza  

Cancer  (all  forms) 

Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Disease  

Other  circulatory  Diseases ... 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis  

Puerperal  sepsis  

Other  maternal  causes  

Premature  birth  

Congenital  malformation  : birth  injuries 
Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  < 

Road  Traffic  accidents  

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  causes  


M.  F. 

• • • • • • X 

• • • X • • • 

...  XX  X3 

...  6 2 

...  X « « . 

X 4 

...  25  24 

...  ... 

...  10  26 

...38  36 

...  14  7 

...  10  6 

...  9 3 

5 I 

4 I 

...  X ... 

2 

...  ... 

X 2 

...  ...  X 

...  ...  3 

...  7 3 

...  10  4 

3 2 

. . . 4*  ... 

. . . 8 5 

...  19  6 


SECTION  i. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


of  the  Area. 


The  details  of  the  Staff  are  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Report. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

All  specimens  for  examination  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Northallerton.  Dr.  Goldie,  in  charge  of  this  Laboratory 
is  also  available  for  consultation  in  regard  to  any  bacteriological 
question  connected  with  the  Public  Health.  His  advice  is  always 
given  very  readily  and  this  war-time  measure  has  proved  to  be  a very 
valuable  one.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  the  New  Health, 
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Services  Act  provides  for  further  development  in  this  most  necessary 
service.  During  the  year  8i  throat  specimens  were  sent  for  examina- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  specimens  of  cerebro-spinal  fluid  were  sent  for 
examination  in  6 cases  of  suspected  meningitis. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  ambulances  available  in  the  district  remain  as  in  former 
years,  viz. : — 2 ambulances  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  provided  by  the  Council,  and  one  ambulance  for  the  general 
needs  of  the  district,  provided  and  maintained  by  the  local  division 
of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade.  Last  year  this  Council  made 
an  arrangement  whereby  they  would  be  responsible  for  the  expense 
necessary  to  provide  2 drivers  for  the  ambulance.  This  arrange- 
ment has  proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  During  the  year  some 
difficulty  was  anticipated  in  the  running  of  the  ambulance  service, 
due  to  the  removal  of  the  Ambulance  Depot,  necessitated  by  the 
widening  of  Normanby  Road,  and  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  a 
suitable  site  for  the  Depot.  This  difficulty  was  overcome  through 
the  generous  public-spirited  action  of  the  South  Bank  Gas  Company, 
who  permitted  the  Ambulance  to  be  stationed  in  their  works.  I am 
indebted  to  Mr.  McCallum,  the  Superintendent  of  the  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Brigade  for  the  following  brief  report  on  the  work  done 
by  the  Ambulance  during  the  year. 

“ The  Eston  Division  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade 
provide  an  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  non-infectious  cases. 
During  the  year  the  Brigade’s  Ambulance  transported  632  patients 
from  their  homes  to  hospital,  74  works  accident  cases  from  the  local 
works,  and  14  road  accident  cases  were  taken  either  to  their  homes  or 
hospital.  The  Ambulance  travelled  7,400  miles.  The  Brigade  have 
two  paid  drivers  and  one  voluntary  driver,  but  the  attendants  are 
supplied  by  the  men  and  women’s  detachments  who  give  their  services 
voluntarily.” 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  three  Nursing 
Associations  for  the  following  brief  summaries  of  the  work  done  by 
their  nurses.  Reference  to  previous  years  shows  that  the  volume  of 
work  done  by  the  Nursing  Associations  is  steadily  increasing,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  Nursing  Associations  render  a valu- 
able and  substantial  contribution  to  the  Healili  Services  in  this  district 
While  one  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  valuable  work  done  by  the 
Nursing  Associations  individually,  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  district,  and  would  permit  of 
much  closer  co-operation  between  the  Associations  if  there  was  one 
controlling  body  for  the  whole  district. 
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South  Bank  Association. 

Four  whole-time  fully  qualified  nurses  are  employed  who  made 


the  following  visits  during  the  year : — 
General 

3,988 

Midwifery  

•••  5.531 

Ante-Natal,  Post  Natal 

1,870 

Casual  Visits  

156 

Tuberculosis  

141 

11,686 

Eston,  Normanby,  Ormesby  and  Wilton  Association. 

This  Association  employs  two  whole-time  fully  qualified  nurses, 
who  made  the  following  visits  during  the  year : — 


General 

1.459 

Midwifery  and  Maternity 

...  2,556 

Post  and  Ante-Natal 

1,131 

Casual  Visits  

729 

Tuberculosis  

38 

5.913 


Grangetown  Association. 

This  Association  employs  three  whole-time  fully  qualified  nurses, 
who  made  the  following  visits  during  the  year : — 


General 

5,126 

Midwifery  and  Maternity 

...  4.^24 

Ante-Natal  

557 

Casual  Visits  

135 

9.942 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

* 

All  clinics  and  treatment  centres  in  the  area  are  administered 
by  the  North  Riding  County  Council. 

HOSPITALS— PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

Apart  from  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  there  is  no  hospital 
in  the  area  belonging  to  the  local  authority  or  with  which  the  local 
authority  have  made  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  patients. 


SECTIONS  C,  D and  E. 

Details  of  the  circumstances  in  the  area  coming  under  these 
sections  are  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SiCTiON  F. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious 


Diseases. 


As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  is  very  little  of 
exceptional  note  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases.  All  of  the 
more  common  infectious  diseases,  except  Pneumonia,  showed  a 
decrease,  especially  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles.  Both 
of  these  diseases  show  considerable  variation  from  year  to  year,  and  a 
moderate  rise  or  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  is  not  exceptional.  As  in 
previous  years,  I have  encouraged  medical  practitioners  to  send  in 
any  case  in  which  there  was  a doubt  of  it  being  one  of  Diphtheria. 
Of  the  36  cases  sent  in  as  possibly  Diphtheria,  14  proved  to  be  positive. 
I think  this  policy  is  justified  and  it  is  fully  supported  by  the  local 
practitioners. 

Infectious  Diseases  amongst  children  in  this  area. 

Scarlet  Fever  : 33  cases  occurred  amongst  children  under  5 years 


and  56  amongst  school  children.  The  vast 
majority  were  of  a very  mild  type. 


Diphtheria  : 4 cases  occurred  amongst  children  under  5 years 


and  8 cases  amongst  school  children.  Of  these 
12  cases,  5 were  immunised. 


One  fatal  case  occurred  in  a child  who  had  not 
been  immunised.  This  was  of  the  Laryngeal 
type  and  Tracheotomy  gave  no  relief. 


Measles  and 
Whooping- 
Cough  : 


There  were  very  few  cases  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  but  by  September  more  cases  were  notified. 
Measles  continued  to  be  increasingly  prevalent 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  immunising  in  this  district 
was  done  at  the  vSchool  Clinics.  During  the  year  568  children  under 
5 years  and  66  children  of  school  age  were  immunised^  and  in  addition 
233  children  received  a reinforcing  dose.  From  returns  received 
from  the  Health  Visitors  for  children  under  school  age  and  from  an 
examination  of  the  medical  records  of  all  school  children  in  this  area 
undertaken  by  myself  during  December,  the  following  Table  shows 
the  state  of  immunisation  amongst  the  children  in  this  area  as  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Age  at  31.12.46. 

Under  5 years. 

Age 

No.  in 

No. 

Percentage 

group 

group  immunised 

immunised 

0 — I year  

472 

10 

2 

I — 2 years 

383 

259 

68 

2—3  „ ... 

451 

395 

87 

3—4  5,  

380 

324 

85 

4—5  « 

406 

357 

88 

Of  2,092  children  under  5 years,  1,345 

or  64%  have  been  immunised. 

Of  1,620  children  age  i 

—5  years,  1,335 

or  82%  have  been  immunised. 

School  children. 

5 — 6 years 

485 

452 

93 

6 7 35 

547 

501 

91 

7—8  33  

434 

414 

95 

8 9 33 

522 

490 

94 

9—10  „ 

497 

472 

95 

In  the  age  group  5 and  under  10,  of  2,485  children,  2,329  or  93.7% 

have  been  immunised. 

10 — II  years 

501 

481 

96 

II— 12  „ 

504 

488 

97 

12—13  « 

478 

463 

97 

13—14  „ 

481 

465 

97 

14—15  „ 

171 

167 

98 

In  the  age  group  10 — 14  years,  of  2,135  children,  2,064  or  96.6% 
have  been  immunised. 

Of  6,712  children  under  15  years,  5,738  or  85%  have  been  immunised. 


I think  the  following  table  shows  the  influence  that  immunising 
has  on  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria.  The  figures  given  are 
for  those  cases  of  Diphtheria  proved  to  be  positive  by  bacteriological 
examination. 


Number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria. 


1943  59 

1 944  * ‘ * * * * 44 

1945  24 

1946  14 


II 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  is  a table  of  particulars  of  infectious  diseases  treated 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  1946. 


Disease 

No.  of 
cases 
admitted 

No.  in 
at 

31-12-45 

No.  of 
cases 

discharged 

No.  in 
hospital  at 
31-12-46 

Diphtheria 

36 

7 

42 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

84 

4 

82 

6 

Measles 

I 

I 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro- Spinal 

9 

— 

9 

' 

Meningitis 

Suspected 

2 

2 

” “ ■ 

Meningitis 

3 

— 

3 

— 

T.B.  Meningitis 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Chickenpox 
Chickenpox  and 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

— 

6 

Totals 

148 

II 

152 

7 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  WARDS. 


Ward 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever 

Pneu- 

monia 

Puer- 

peral 

Pyrexia 

Erysip- 

elas 

North  West 

— 

II 

4 

3 

— 

I 

— 

2 

Grangetown 

20 

13 

3 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Normanby 

8 

14 

4 

15 

— 

5 

— 

I 

Harcourt 

— 

10 

6 

I 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Branch 

II 

9 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Central 

12 

20 

9 

4 

— 

7 

I 

I 

South  Bank 

5 

9 

5 

I 

4 

I 

I 

Tilery 

I 

II 

3 

I 

— 

4 

2 

— 

Totals 

57 

97 

36 

24 

5 

29 

6 

5 

Of  the  36  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted^  14  proved  to  be  positive 
and  22  were  negative. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1946. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
and  of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  are  shown  in  the  following  table 
in  age  groups  : — 


Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  i year 

I and  5 years 

5 and  10  years 

I I 

MM* 

I — 

10  and  15  years 

— — 

I I 

— 

— 

— I 

15  and  20  years 

3 2 

I — 

2 

2 

I — 

20  and  25  years 

— 5 

— — 

I 

5 

— — 

25  and  35  years 

3 5 

— I 

2 

2 

— I 

35  and  45  years 

2 3 

— — 

— 

2 

I — 

45  and  55  years 

I — 

— __ 

4 

2 

I — 

55  and  65  years 

65  years  and  over 

2 

2 — 

Totals 

9 15 

3 3 

II 

13 

6 2 

The  deaths  from  this  cause  show  an  increase  of  7 on  those  for 
the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  show  a de- 
crease of  5 as  compared  with  those  for  1946  (5  for  non-pulmonary). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Eston  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  thirty-first  Annual  Report  dealing 
with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1946. 

This  is  the  first  Annual  Report  since  1939  not  affected  by  war 
conditions.  It  was  felt  that  with  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  we 
might  soon  get  back  to  normal  conditions,  unfortunately  peace  did 
not  bring  plenty  and  we  found  ourselves  too  short  of  labour  and 
materials  to  make  anything  like  the  progress  of  making  good  the 
destruction,  dilapidation  and  enforced  neglect  which  had  accumulated 
during  the  seven  years  of  shortages  in  all  directions  caused  by  the  war 
conditions.  At  the  outbreak  of  war  our  administration  was  good, 
we  had  reduced  our  overcrowding  to  a minimum,  we  had  demolished 
most  of  the  then  unfit  houses,  we  had  re-conditioned  many  of  the 
sub -fit  houses,  general  repairs  were  easily  effected,  there  were  few 
outstanding  sanitary  notices,  labour  and  materials  were  plentiful  at 
reasonable  cost.  Since  the  war  ended  both  labour  and  materials  have 
tended  to  become  scarcer  and  with  the  introduction  of  permits 
priorities  and  licences,  housing  repair  work  is  continually  held  up 
for  quite  long  periods. 


I commented  in  my  last  Report  on  several  important  and  pro- 
gressive Acts  of  Parliament,  Regulations  etc.,  which  became  operative 
just  prior  to  the  commencement  of  war  but  were  never  made  really 
effective  owing  to  the  change  of  conditions  and  extra  duties  which 
not  only  affected  the  administration  but  industry  in  general  and  also 
those  which  were  suspended  or  taken  under  government  control  in 
particular.  The  chief  of  the  Acts  referred  to  are  The  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  (Date  of  operation  ist  October,  1937),  The  Factories  Act 
1937  (Date  of  operation  ist  July,  1938)  and  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  (Date  of  operation  ist  October,  1939).  Alterations  of 
shop  closing  hours,  staff  difficulties  and  lighting  restrictions  affected 
requirements  under  the  Shops  Acts  and  the  taking  over  of  the  meat 
supplies  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  affected  what  had  been  regular 
supervision  of  the  meat  supplies. 
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During  the  year  administration  was  restricted  owing  to  shortage 
of  staff ; until  1943  two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  employed; 
in  that  year  one  resigned  and  the  vacancy  was  not  filled  : work  was 
carried  on  with  one  Inspector  who  retired  on  Superannuation  in 
February,  1946,  the  vacancy  being  filled  during  the  following  month. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  I only  had  one  assistant  which  caused  arrears 
of  work  to  accumulate. 

Generally,  everything  possible  was  done  to  maintain  general 
inspections  but,  owing  to  the  difficulties  already  mentioned,  only  the 
necessary  and  smaller  repairs  to  houses  could  be  dealt  with  and  in 
consequence  the  standard  of  housing,  so  far  as  being  in  all  respects 
fit  for  habitation  is  concerned,  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Owing 
to  the  small  allocations  of  the  various  building  materials,  especially 
timbers,  plasterboards,  cement  and  slates  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  serve 
re-conditioning  notices  under  the  Housing  Acts  with  any  hope  of  the 
work  being  carried  out  whilst  the  present  limits  of  supplies  exist. 

During  the  year  a regular  weekly  service  of  refuse  collection  was 
maintained  and  few  complaints  were  received  of  any  neglect.  It  is 
also  satisfactory  to  note  that  we  were  free  of  labour  troubles  among 
the  workmen  who  have  co-operated  both  in  this  and  salvage  work 
with  satisfaction. 

Details  of  the  various  branches  of  the  work,  with  explanations, 
are  set  out  under  the  appropriate  headings. 

In  conclusion  I would  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  consideration  and  to  the 
Officers,  Staff  and  Workmen  of  the  Council  for  the  ready  help  I have 
at  all  times  received  from  them  in  the  discharge  of  my  many  and 
varied  duties. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  LINSLEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ...  147 

(b)  (i)  By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  ...  ...  36 

— Prefabricated  94 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 17 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2^695 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . 2,800 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  2,695 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  2,282 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Plealth  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  the  service  of  formal 
notices 

fa)  By  Owners  ...  nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished, 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  i 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room.s  having  been  rendered  fit  nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

It  is  not  possible,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  to  state,  or 
even  estimate  the  number  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  number  of  applications  for  council  houses 
was  approximately  1,500,  570  of  which  were  from  men  discharged 
from  H.M.  Services  who  were  living  as  sub-tenants.  200  applica- 
tions v/ere  from  men  still  in  the  Services.  Many  of  these 
applicants  were  married  during  the  war  and  having  not  had  a 
home  of  their  own  are  causing  overcrowding  in  their  parents 
homes.  Owing  to  shortages  in  men  and  materials  the  building 
of  new  houses  is  severely  restricted  and  it  is  very  questionable 
whether  a survey  of  the  District  would  serve  any  useful  purpose 
at  the  present  time.  Such  an  enquiry  would,  no  doubt,  reveal 
many  cases  of  overcrowding  of  which  no  knowledge  is  at  present 
available  but  until  the  relief  of  such  overcrowding  is  within 
measurable  distance  of  being  relieved  by  rehousing  a survey  would 
would  only  be  of  statistical  value. 

The  task  of  the  officers  of  the  Department  in  securing  the 
execution  of  extensive  repairs  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  is,  at  the  present  time,  impossible,  even  the  urgent 
housing  repairs  are  becoming  more  difficult  as  time  goes  on. 
Owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials, 
which  has  resulted  in  the  housing  programme  of  many  local 
authorities  being  drastically  reduced,  and  the  urge  for  almost 
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all  work  other  than  that  required  for  new  and  additional  housing 
accommodation  should  cease,  it  is  in  my  opinion  essential  that 
urgent  work  of  repair  should  continue  to  prevent  the  preseni 
houses  becoming  dilapidated  and  assure  the  tenants  of  that 
reasonable  comfort  that  they  are  entitled  to  expect  in  return  for 
their  rents.  Some  councils  have  given  this  matter  careful  con- 
sideration and  have  attempted  to  define  a policy  relative  to  what 
may  be  termed  urgent  housing  repairs.  This  procedure  might 
usefully  be  followed  for  deciding  as  to  the  relative  urgency  of 
the  repair  of  existing  houses. 

WATER. 

There  were  no  new  sources  of  public  water  supply,  or  extension 
of  mains,  with  the  exception  of  those  being  laid  in  connection  with 
the  development  of  sites  for  new  houses. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  householders  regarding  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  water  supplies  and  as  the  officers  of  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board  take  samples  in  the  District  at  regular  intervals 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  further  samples. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Eston  Urban  District  is  received  from 
the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board,  who  supply  the  South  Bank  and 
Normanby  side  of  the  District  through  meter  in  bulk  and  charge  the 
amount  to  the  Council  who,  in  turn  levy  a charge  on  the  consumers. 
This  is  done  under  an  old  agreement  with  the  Board.  The  Eston 
and  Grangetown  side  of  the  District  is  supplied  direct  by  the  Water 
Board  who  collect  their  own  fees  from  the  consumers.  Being  upland 
surface  water,  it  is  naturally  of  a soft  nature,  containing  approximately 
six  to  seven  degrees  of  hardness,  which  makes  it  very  suitable  for 
household  uses,  drinking  purposes  and  heating  installations  without 
forming  deposit  or  having  any  solvent  action  on  metals. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  Council  to  know  that  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board’s  catchment  area  covers  approximately  30,000 
acres  ; their  impounding  reservoirs  have  a capacity  of  approximately 
2,655  million  gallons  and  are  situated  between  925  and  1,000  feet 
above  ordnance  datum. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

With  the  exception  of  extensions  by  the  Council  in  connection 
with  the  development  of  housing  sites,  there  was  no  alteration  of  the 
existing  sewerage  system.  Generally  speaking,  the  method  of  sewerage 
disposal  is  by  emptying  into  the  River  Tees  within  Tidal  flow.  Two 
small  housing  estates  have  sewerage  plants  owing  to  there  being  no 
public  sewer  available.  One  of  these  plants  is  taken  care  of  by  the 
owners  of  the  Estate,  the  other,  which  was  reported  on  in  my  last 
report,  has  been  put  in  good  working  order  and  is  now  being  main- 
tained by  the  Council. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  no  river  running  through  the  District  and  the  becks  or 
streams,  which  are  small,  rising  on  the  high  ground  of  the  Eston  hills, 
caused  no  flooding  except  on  rare  occasions  during  torrential  rain, 
after  which,  any  local  flooding  soon  subsided,  giving  no  cause  for 
serious  complaint. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

It  is  now  twenty-three  years  since  the  general  conversion  from 
pail  closets  to  water  closets  was  carried  out.  The  Scheme  was 
financed  by  the  raising  of  a loan  of  approximately  £30,000  for  a thirty 
year  period,  about  £12,600  of  which  was  still  to  be  repaid  at  the  end 
of  the  financial  year.  With  the  exception  of  approximately  50  dry 
closets  which  could  not  be  converted,  owing  to  drainage  difficulties, 
the  whole  of  the  district  is  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE. 

There  was  no  outstanding  change  of  policy  in  the  public  cleansing 
services  during  the  year  and  very  few  complaints  in  connection  with 
the  regular  collection  of  house  and  shop  refuse  were  received. 

The  cost  of  the  public  cleansing  services  again  showed  an  increase 
which  was  mainly  due  to  higher  v/ages  and  the  difficulties  experienced 
in  refuse  collection  owing  to  the  communal  air  raid  shelters  in  the 
back  streets.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  demolitions  to  be  carried  out  but  the  work  had  hardly  begun 
Vv^hen  the  year  closed.  It  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  dismantled  as 
soon  as  possible  to  facilitate  the  work  and  reduce  costs. 

Referring  to  the  high  cost  of  public  cleansing,  I would  point 
out  that  whilst  increases  in  wages  is  in  some  measure  responsible  for 
this,  the  improved  service  conditions  of  the  workers,  particularly 
with  regard  to  sick  pay,  was  reflected  in  the  departmental  costs. 
I have  set  out  below  the  number  of  days  work  lost  during  the  year 
and  the  cost  to  the  service  for  sickness  payments  with  last  year’s 


figures  in  brackets  for  comparison, 
was  59  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of 

employees 

Sick  Pay— Full 

Sick  Pay — Half 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

Amount 

Days  hrs. 

627 

(306) 

£ s.  d. 

455  5 6 
(218  18  10) 

206 

(1 19) 

20 

£ s.  d. 

87  9 9 

(55  18  II) 

281  — 

(255)  (-) 

Refuse  Collection. 

During  the  year  a weekly  collection  service  was  maintained. 
Four  motor  refuse  collecting  vehicles  are  employed  on  this  work, 
each  having  a defined  round  in  order  that  the  whole  district  may  be 
serviced  in  the  w’eek.  The  days  and  times  of  calling  are  very  regular 
except  when  the  work  is  delayed  owing  to  weather  conditions  or 
mechanical  breakdown.  There  is  full  work  for  the  vehicles  we  have, 
but  when  either  of  the  above  conditions  prevail  or  when  holidays 
delay  the  regular  collection,  routine  work  breaks  down  and  it  takes 
time,  expecially  in  winter,  to  regain  the  time  lost.  Under  these 
conditions  it  is  essential  that  a further  van  should  be  purchased  to 
cope  with  these  and  other  emergencies  and  in  view  of  the  increasing 
work  due  to  the  erection  of  permanent  and  prefabricated  houses  by 
both  private  builders  and  the  Council,  147  nev/  houses  having  been 
completed  and  tenanted  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  new  motor 
refuse  van  was  delivered  late  in  December  to  replace  a worn  out 
vehicle  purchased  in  1934.  The  only  serious  complaints  received 
during  the  year  were  due  to  the  causes  stated. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  method  of  refuse  disposal  continued  to  be  by  tipping,  after 
sorting,  in  to  the  disused  workings  of  a clay  pit  attached  to  a brick 
works  near  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  District  and  upwards  of  a 
mile  from  the  nearest  houses.  This  tip  was  opened  in  July,  1939, 
when  a lease  was  entered  into  with  the  brick  company  which  terminates 
in  February,  1947.  was  anticipated  that  there  would  be  sufficient 
accommodation  for  our  refuse  for  many  years  to  come  but,  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  report,  any  renewal  of  the  lease  or  even  continuing  the 
tenancy  cannot  be  entertained  owing  to  the  land  having  been  pur- 
chased for  the  erection  of  extensive  steel  plant  buildings.  Under 
these  circumstances  other  arrangements  are  being  made  with  the 
purchasers  of  the  land  for  the  use  of  another  site  for  the  disposal  of 
the  refuse. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage  and  kitchen  waste  is  carried  out  by 
means  of  trailers  attached  to  the  refuse  collecting  vehicles.  The 
workmen  receive  a bonus  for  this  work  based  on  the  sales  value  of 
salvaged  materials  which  is  calculated  and  paid  out  monthly. 

There  was  a noticeable  reduction  in  the  collection  of  salavge 
during  the  year  and  the  income  from  this  source  was  seriously  affected. 
Sales  during  the  year  produced  £882,  against  £982  for  the  previous 
year.  This  can  be  accounted  for  by  two  main  reasons  ; firstly, 
householders  lost  interest  in  saving  salvage,  especially  waste  paper 
which  was  our  highest  remunerative  salvage,  and,  secondly,  much 
waste  paper,  rags,  etc.,  had  to  be  wasted  owing  to  the  bad  weather 
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conditions  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  It  is  unfortunate  that  people 
should  think  that  with  the  end  of  the  war  the  saving  of  salvage  is 
unnecessary.  It  was  further  unfortunate  that  the  paper  mills  could 
not  be  kept  working  full  time  owing  to  the  shortage  of  waste  paper 
supplies.  As  special  reports  are  prepared  on  the  collection  and  sale 
of  salvage  each  half  year  and  submitted  to  your  Council  for  considera- 
tion, it  would  not  appear  necessary  to  pursue  the  matter  in  detail 
further  in  this  report. 

Street  Sweeping. 

This  work  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  manual  labour,  which 
is  organised  on  the  beat  system.  Most  of  the  apparent  neglect  some- 
times noticed  was  due  to  holidays  and  sickness  among  the  workmen. 

There  are  approximately  57  miles  of  streets  within  the  District ; 
35  miles  are  front  streets  and  classified  roads,  whilst  22  miles  are 
paved  back  streets.  The  length  of  classified  (County)  roads  is  8.3 
miles ; the  cost  of  sweeping,  weeding  and  gully  cleaning  is  borne 
jointly  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  and  the  Urban  District 
Council.  Previously  the  County  made  a monetary  grant  on  mileage 
basis,  but  since  31st  March,  1944,  a system  of  grants  based  on  per- 
centages of  actual  cost  has  been  in  operation  for  sweeping  and  total 
costs  for  gully  cleaning  and  snow  removal. 

Gully  Cleaning. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  street  gully  cleansings  was  19,501. 
All  street  and  road  gullies  are  cleansed  at  intervals  of  approximately 
three  weeks.  This  work  continued  to  be  done  by  horse  drawn  tumbler 
carts.  The  horse  and  driver  are  supplied  under  contract,  the  driver 
assisted  a workman  of  the  department  in  the  work. 

This  form  of  street  gully  cleaning  has  now  become  obsolete  with 
most  local  authorities.  In  our  own  District  horse  hire  is  getting  very 
difficult ; when  tenders  are  advertised  it  is  becoming  usual  for  only 
one  man  to  send  in  a tender  and  his  charges  continue  to  increase. 
The  only  solution  to  this  is  the  purchase  of  a motor  guUy  cleaning 
machine  which  would  also  be  used  for  sewer  flushing  purposes. 

Sewer  Flushing. 

The  flushing  of  main  sewers,  which  is  carried  out  by  hired  horse 
contract,  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  work  of  gully  cleaning  except 
that  the  vehicle  consists  of  a 350  gallon  horse  drawn  tank  waggon 
with  attachment  to  allow  the  water  to  empty  into  the  manholes  or 
flushing  eyes  with  sufficient  speed  and  quantity  as  to  give  the  necessary 
flush  to  clear  any  temporary  obstructions  or  solids,  expecially  where 
the  flow  of  the  sewer  is  sluggish  owing  to  insufficient  fall, 
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The  difficulty  in  obtaining  horse  hire  mentioned  under  ‘‘  Gulley 
Cleaning  ” also  applies  to  this  service  and  in  view  of  the  extension 
of  sewers  due  to  the  development  of  new  housing  estates  the  need 
for  doing  the  work  by  motor  is  further  demonstrated. 


Snow  Removal  and  Gritting. 

The  cost  of  snow  removal  and  gritting  for  the  Winter,  1945-6  was 
approximately  £146,  most  of  which  was  rechargeable  to  the  North 
Riding  County  Council  for  keeping  the  classified  main  roads  clear  for 
traffic.  No  heavy  fails  of  snow  were  experienced  during  the  year. 
Good  results  were  obtained  by  the  use  of  a patent  anti-frost  extract 
which  was  spread  lightly  on  the  roads  and  helped  considerably  in 
preventing  frost.  Temporary  labour  was  not  required  to  any  appreci- 
able extent  as  the  co-operation  of  the  Surveyor’s  department  work- 
men, who  were  taken  over  for  the  work  when  necessary,  and  the  ready 
help  of  the  refuse  collecting  staff,  who  worked  on  road  gritting  at 
night  and  before  traffic  appeared  on  the  roads  in  the  morning  was 
sufficient  to  deal  with  the  situation.  As  the  snow  ploughs  are  fitted 
to  the  front  of  the  motor  refuse  collecting  vehicles  and  a road  gritting 
machine  has  also  an  attachment  for  coupling  with  a motor  vehicle 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  when  the  refuse  vans  are  being  used  for 
snow  ploughing  and  removal,  the  collection  of  refuse  has,  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  discontinued.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  cost  incurred 
the  winter  was  comparatively  very  mild. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  number  and  nature 
of  inspections  made  and  recorded  during  the  year  under  the  various 
Acts,  Orders  and  Bye-laws  in  force  within  the  Urban  Area. 


Inspections.  Visits. 


Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Plealtli  Act,  &c.  2,301 

Dwelling  Houses  (reinspection)  under  above  ...  ...  475 

Dwelling  Houses  (work  in  progress)  under  above  ...  24 

Interviews  with  Builders,  Owners  and  others  ...  ...  i)370 

Complaints  investigated  ...  539 

Inspection  of : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  23 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  36 

Slaugherhouses  and  Distributing  Depot ...  ...  ...  393 

Markets  and  Food  Stores  ...  ...  118 

Factories  and  Workplaces ...  36 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Public  Halls  and  other  Buildings 5 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  21 

Conveniences  (Public)  22 

Rat  Infested  Premises  ...  338 

Infectious  Disease  166 

Fumigations 106 

Drain  Examinations  210 

Under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  65 

Scavenging,  Cleansing  and  Salvage  213 

Under  Petroleum  Acts  33 

Miscellaneous  visits  not  enumerated  above  545 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

The  various  works  which  were  completed  under  notices  served, 
or  after  intimation  had  been  given  to  the  owners  or  occupiers,  are 
set  out  below. 


House  and  General. 

Number  of : — 

Chimneys  and  Roofs  repaired  711 

Spoutings  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  147 

Walls  rebuilt  or  repaired 84 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  65 

Ceilings  and  plasters  repaired  374 

Window  frames  and  sash  cords  repaired  221 

Fireplaces  repaired  201 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  ...  96 

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  136 

Setpots  repaired  87 

House  water  supplies  repaired  264 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired 18 

Refuse  bins  renewed  554 

Staircases  repaired  ...  5 

Pantries  provided  or  improved  2 


House  Drainage. 
Number  of : — 


Drains  tested,  relaid  or  repaired 23 

New  gullies,  traps  or  grids  provided  ...  28 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Owners  55 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Council  without  Notices 

being  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  836 
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Water  Closets. 

Number  of : — 

Lavatory  accommodation  provided  ...  4 

Water  supplies  repaired  314 

Cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  193 

Basins  renewed  44 

Seats  and  flush  pipes  renewed  81 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Owners  42 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Council  without  Notices 

being  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District ; the  last 
one  (Munby  Hostel)  was  closed  during  March,  1943. 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  679. 
The  larger  number  of  these  were  requests  to  have  inspections  made 
for  the  repair  of  houses,  stopped  drains  or  defective  refuse  bins. 


Complaints  regarding  housing  repairs  could  not  be  dealt  with  as 
quickly  or  as  fully  as  could  be  wished  owing  to  restrictions  of  materials 
and  labour  difficulties.  The  supply  of  refuse  bins  was  restricted  by 
government  quota  schemes  more  so  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the 
District  was  able  to  secure  554  to  satisfy  Sanitary  Notices  and 
many  more  would  be  sold  for  which  no  Notice  had  been  served. 
So  far  as  drain  stoppage  complaints  are  concerned  1,010  stoppages 
were  removed  by  the  Department’s  workmen  by  plunging  and  without 
Notices  being  served.  This  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year. 
The  arrangement  has  been  in  force  in  the  District  for  many  years  and 
has  proved  to  be  the  quickest  and  most  economical  way  of  getting 
rid  of  a most  inconvenient  and  objectionable  nuisance. 


The  number  and  nature  of  the  complaints  were  : — 


Stoppages  in  yard  and  water  closet  drains 

100 

For  the  repair  of  houses  . . . 

» • • • • • 

...  215 

Dilapidated  refuse  bins 

• * • • * • 

169 

Verminous  conditions 

• * • • • • 

80 

Defective  water  service  s ... 

• • • • • • 

64 

Miscellaneous  

• • * • • • 

51 
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SHOPS. 


The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  requiring  sanitary 
accommodation,  washing  facilities,  adequate  lighting  and  ventilation 
and  the  maintenance  of  reasonable  temperature  in  shops  received 
attention  whenever  possible,  but  owing  to  fuel  restrictions  tempera- 
tures could  not  generally  be  enforced.  Much  good  work  was  done  in 
an  informal  manner  and  many  improvements  were  effected.  These 
matters  are  receiving  careful  attention  when  new  shops  are  being 
opened  and  where  alterations  take  place.  With  regard  to  the  closing 
hours  of  shops  under  the  Act  of  1912,  there  are  not  many  shops  taking 
advantage  of  the  full  permitted  number  of  hours  for  opening,  very 
many  shops  now  close  at  least  an  hour  earlier  than  they  need  do  under 
the  Act.  The  hours  are  also  affected  in  some  trades  such  as  con- 
fectioners by  the  amount  of  goods  that  they  can  offer  for  sale  on 
various  days.  Shop  assistants  are  now  more  organised  than  ever 
before  and  the  demand  for  shorter  hours  is  becoming  more  generally 
recognised.  Until  rationing  is  eased  or  aboHshed  there  will  be  little 
alteration  in  the  tendency  to  close  early  as  there  is  no  useful  purpose 
served  in  many  trades  by  extending  hours  under  present  conditions. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Most  of  the  smoke  that  is  troublesome  in  the  District  is  produced 
by  the  heavy  industries  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  area  and 
adjoining  the  banks  of  the  river  Tees. 


The  nuisance  is  worst  when  the  wind  is  from  the  North  and 
North-East,  which  carries  the  smoke  from  the  steel  industries  to  the 
greater  inhabited  parts  of  the  District. 


It  is  difficult  to  deal  with  this  kind  of  nuisance  under  existing 
law  as  the  smelting  of  ores  and  minerals,  the  calcining,  puddling  and 
rolling  of  iron  and  other  metals  and  the  conversion  of  pig  iron  into 
wrought  iron  are  exempted  in  so  far  as  the  Act  must  not  be  construed 
so  as  to  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  efficient  workings  of  these 
operations.  (Section  109,  Public  Health  Act,  1936).  To  these 
exemptions  is  also  added  further  conditions  prescribed  under  the 
Alkali,  etc..  Works  Regulation,  1906. 


Membership  of  The  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  con- 
tinues to  increase  and  it  is  to  their  efforts  we  must  look  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law  to  deal  efficiently  with  atmospheric  pollution  in  its 
various  forms. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 


There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
open  to  the  public  within  the  Urban  District.  Proposals  were  made 
to  provide  swimming  baths  for  the  District  before  the  war  but  have 
not  been  advanced  owing  to  priorities  in  other  directions. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  FLEAS 
AND  COCKROACHES. 

The  number  of  infested  premises  brought  to  my  notice  was  not 
so  many  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  usual  method  of  disinfestation 
employed  was  fumigation  and  spraying  after  skirtings  and  mouldings 
had  been  removed.  This  method  has  now  been  discontinued  and 
spraying  with  D.D.T.  preparation  with  the  addition  of  lethane  is 
now  used  and  found  to  be  very  effective.  For  fleas  and  cockroaches 
“ Neocid  Dust  ” which  contains  five  per  cent  of  D.D.T.  is  spread 
by  means  of  a blower  and  also  found  to  be  most  effective. 


Immediately  before  the  construction  of  prefabricated  bungalows 
was  commenced  I made  a report  to  the  Council  regarding  the  possi- 
bility of  bug  infestation  and  the  difficulties  which  may  be  anticipated 
in  such  cases  owing  to  the  methods  and  materials  used  in  this  class  of 
dwelling.  The  result  of  the  report  was  an  instruction  to  spray  all 
prefabricated  bungalows  with  D.D.T.  before  they  were  tenanted. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  some  of  these  bungalows  had  been 
in  occupation  for  approximately  a year  and  no  case  of  infestation  had 
been  reported.  At  the  close  of  the  year  99  prefabricated  bungalows, 
9 other  Council  houses  and  25  other  houses  had  been  treated  with 
D.D.T.  for  bug  infestation  and  7 premises  had  been  dealt  with  by  the 
use  of  Neocid  Dust  for  fleas  and  cockroach  infestation. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 

The  supervision  of  these  premises  was  affected  owing  to  so  many 
other  demands  on  our  time.  36  routine  visits  were  made  for  this 
purpose.  Two  Notices  for  minor  defects  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  related  to  lavatory  accommodation  for 
the  use  of  employees.  The  small  number  of  contraventions  under 
that  part  of  the  Act  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority 
were  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


All  meat  (Home  killed  and  Frozen)  supplies  in  the  District  are 
received  from  the  Central  Slaughtering  Establishment,  which  is  under 
the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  the  adjoining  County  Borough. 
The  meat  is  delivered  by  motor  van  to  a distributing  depot  at  South 
Bank  and  allocated  to  the  various  butchers.  The  fresh  killed  meat  is 
inspected  at  the  Central  Slaughter  House  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and 
the  frozen  meat  is  inspected  at  the  wholesale  estabhshments.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  quantity  of  meat 
found  to  be  unfit  for  food  at  the  distributing  depot  is  small.  When 
unfit  meat  is  found  either  on  delivery  or  when  being  cut  up  for  sale, 
it  is  sent  back  to  the  Central  Slaughter  House  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  official,  who  is  responsible  for  its  disposal. 


Tinned  meats  (corned  beef  and  mutton)  which  arrive  at  the 
distributing  depot  in  cases  which  have  not  been  opened  for  inspection 
are  sometimes  found  to  be  blown,  rusted  or  punctured. 


Centralised  slaughtering  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
to  facilitate  more  even  distribution  in  connection  with  their  rationing 
policy.  Before  the  war  the  butchers  bought  their  animals  in  open 
market  and  slaughtered  them  in  their  private  slaughter  houses,  of 
which  there  were  eleven  in  the  District.  The  slaughter  houses  were 
well  conducted  and  the  carcases  carefully  dressed  and  stored  previous 
to  sale,  which  gave  the  meat  a good  appearance  and  keeping  quality. 
Under  the  present  system  the  dressing  is  not  so  good  and  the  continual 
handling,  heaping  into  vans,  loading  and  unloading  detracts  from  the 
appearance  of  the  meat  and  affects  the  keeping  quality. 

Centralised  slaughtering  as  it  is  now  carried  out  was  a wartime 
arrangement  and  until  the  Ministry  of  Food  decides  its  future  policy 
no  decision  can  be  come  to  regarding  the  return  of  the  trade  to  private 
slaughtering.  It  is  apparent  from  the  amount  of  meat  consumed  in 
the  District  that  there  is  need  for  a public  abattoir  in  the  area  especially 
in  view  of  the  situations  of  the  private  slaughter  houses.  Such  a 
central  slaughtering  establishment  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  benefit 
to  the  butchers  and  economic  in  operation.  Our  chief  concern  is  to 
be  assured  that  animals  are  slaughtered  properly  and  facilities  for  the 
efficient  inspection  of  all  the  meat  is  assured.  Private  slaughter 
houses  do  not  lend  themselves  to  these  conditions. 
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The  inspection  of  food  does  not  only  cover  meats  received  at  the 
distributing  depot  but,  owing  to  the  enormous  amounts  of  imported 
and  home  produced  tinned  foods,  regular  visits  are  made  to  grocers 
and  food  stores.  The  need  for  this  is  demonstrated  by  the  amount 
of  various  tinned  foods  surrendered.  In  these  cases  the  surrender 
certificates  are  passed  from  the  retailer  to  the  wholesalers  who  replace 
the  goods  whilst  the  Food  Executive  Officer  adjusts  the  points  values. 

522  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  meet 
and  food  inspection ; the  approximate  quantities  of  meat  which 
passed  through  the  distributing  depot,  exclusive  of  offals,  were  : — 

Fresh  killed.  Imported. 


Sides  of  Beef 

2,192 

Quarters  of  Beef  . . . 

2,529 

Calves  

221 

Calves  

32 

Pigs  ...  ...  ... 

40 

Pigs ...  ...  ... 

85 

Sheep  and  Lambs  . . . 

4,632 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ... 

14,176 

Other  imported  and  tinned  meats. 

Boneless  beef  ...  17,605  lbs.  Mutton  ...  103  bags 

Pork  joints 46,251  lbs.  Corned  meats  35544  tins 


The  undermentioned  meats  and  food  were  found,  on  inspection, 
to  be  unfit  for  food. 

Beef  76  lbs. 

„ liver  4 lbs. 

Mutton  56  lbs. 

Pork  Offal 6 lbs. 

Fish,  wet  70  lbs. 

Cheese  12  lbs. 

Butter  7 lbs. 

Margarine 30  lbs. 

Sugar  88  lbs. 

Tinned  Meats  386  tins 

Fish  50  tins 

Cereals  45  tins 

Milk  71  tins 

Soups  46  tins 

Fruit  22  tins 

Vegetables 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 

Sauces 
Pickles 
Jams 

Pudding  and  other  powders 


22  tins 
9 bottles 
5 bottles 
31  jars 
702  packets 


Owing  to  mechanical  defects  in  bakers  ovens  1,100  loaves  of 
bread  were  rendered  unfit  for  consumption. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Under  this  Act,  no  person  may  slaughter  or  stun  any  animal  in  a 
slaughter  house  unless  he  is  in  possession  of  licence.  These  licences 
are  granted  by  the  Council  to  applicants  who  are  considered  fit  and 
proper  persons  of  eighteen  years  of  age  or  over.  The  licences  are 
renewable  yearly  and  each  case  is  reported  upon  when  the  applications 
are  considered  by  the  appropriate  Committee.  The  number  of  licences 
held  by  persons  in  the  Eston  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  22,  most 
of  whom  are,  or  have  been,  engaged  in  the  butchering  business.  Most 
of  these  persons  have  only  killed  pigs  for  private  owners  for  bacon 
since  slaughtering  was  centralised.  The  number  of  pigs  killed 
privately  for  bacon  and  inspected  during  the  year  was  182. 

Food  Stores  and  Markets. 

Many  of  the  unfit  foods  enumerated  were  taken  from  food  shops 
and  stores.  It  has  now  become  known  to  the  tradesmen  of  these 
premises  that  whenever  they  receive  doubtful  or  obviously  unfit  foods 
in  tins,  cartons  or  packets  they  should  notify  the  department  with  a 
view  to  having  the  food  inspected  which,  when  found  to  be  unfit  or 
out  of  condition,  are  certified.  The  certificate  is  made  out  in  duplicate, 
one  to  recover  the  points  value  and  one  for  the  supplier  in  order  to 
have  the  goods  replaced  as  previously  mentioned. 

The  South  Bank  street  market  which  I reported  last  year  to  be 
making  a satisfactory  recovery  from  wartime  depression  continued 
to  improve  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  showed  a further  increase  in  the 
number  of  pre-war  stallholders  returning  to  the  market  although 
their  goods  were  in  restricted  quantities. 

Fish  Shops. 

21.  visits  were  made  to  inspect  shops  from  where  wet  and  fried 
fish  was  being  sold ; no  serious  nuisance  was  found  and  minor 
suggestions  were  attended  to.  There  is  very  little  fish  offal  for  dis- 
posal as  wet  fish  is  now  received  after  being  headed  and  gutted  by  the 
senders. 

Bakehouses. 

All  the  bakehouses  in  the  District  were  inspected  for  cleanliness 
and  hygienic  conditions  of  bread  and  confectionery  production.  The 
necessary  limewashing  and  cleansing  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  several  small 
matters. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Cowsheds. 

There  are  ii  cowsheds  in  the  District,  one  being  discontinued 
during  the  year.  The  approximate  number  of  dairy  cows,  in  milk, 
kept  by  producers  was  approximately  118  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Two  producers  send  all  their  milk  to  a collecting  depot  outside  the 
District  where  it  is  pasteurised.  Two  producers  sell  all  their  milk 
wholesale  to  retailers  in  the  District.  One  producer  sells  both  whole- 
sale and  retail  and  six  producers  sell  all  their  milk  retail, 
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There  are  four  producers  (farmers)  outside  the  District  who 
retail  milk  in  the  area,  this  amounts  to  approximately  325  gallons  per 
day  of  which  about  180  gallons  are  pasteurised,  20  gallons  accredited 
and  125  gallons  are  raw  milk. 

An  investigation  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  milk  consumption 
showed  that  the  approximate  amount  per  head  of  the  population  in 
our  District  averages  a little  over  half  a pint  per  day.  From 
analysis  of  the  quality  of  our  milk  supplies  it  appears  that  about  200 
gallons  or  about  5,000  bottles  of  milk,  all  of  which  is  pasteurised,  are 
supplied  to  schools,  of  the  remainder  approximately  84%  of  the  supply 
is  pasteurised,  a small  quantity  is  either  accredited  or  sterilised  and 
about  14%  is  raw  milk.  From  the  analysis  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
by  far  the  greater  quantity  of  milk  consumed  in  the  District  is  pasteur- 
ised or  sterilised  and,  therefore,  considered  free  from  disease  germs 
and  most  of  the  souring  germs. 

One  producer  now  holds  an  Accredited  Licence  from  the  County 
Authority.  All  the  cowsheds  were  visited  at  least  twice  during  the 
year  to  ensure  that  the  limewashing  had  been  carried  out.  At  one 
cowshed  improvements  were  being  carried  out  with  a view  to  the 
producer  obtaining  an  “ Accredited  ” licence. 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  District  who  hold  T.T.  licences. 
Two  dairies  having  premises  outside  the  District  hold  supplementary 
licences  issued  by  your  Council  to  sell  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  within 
the  Eston  Urban  Area. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

These  premises  were  usually  inspected  when  milk  samples  were 
being  taken  ; generally  speaking,  they  are  well  conducted  and  both 
the  premises  and  churns  were  kept  in  a clean  condition.  The  number 
of  persons  selling  milk  is  much  less  than  when  sterilised  milk  in  sealed 
bottles  was  readily  available.  The  tendency  for  this  business  to  be 
conducted  by  multiple  stores  has  increased  considerably  during  recent 
years  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  scarcity,  processing  and  rationing  of 
milk.  The  public  are  also  becoming  more  conscious  of  the  need  of  a 
safe  milk  and  in  consequence  the  demand  for  pasteurised,  sterilising 
or  tuberculin  tested  grades  continues  to  increase. 

Milk  Sampling. 

31  informal  samples  of  new  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  all  of 
which  were  tested  in  the  Department  for  fat  content,  specific  gravity, 
added  water  and  dirt  in  suspension.  The  highest  fat  content  recorded 
was  6.1%  and  the  lowest  3.1%.  The  average  of  all  samples  being 
3.8%  which  is  very  satisfactory. 
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The  standard  of  fat  set  up  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901, 
is  3.0%,  below  which  it  is  presumed,  unless  the  contrary  is  proved, 
that  the  milk  is  not  genuine.  The  standard  for  non-fatty  sohds  is 
8.5%.  This  standard  was  maintained  in  all  the  samples  taken. 

All  the  samples  were  passed  through  cotton  wool  filter  pads  to 
ascertain  the  dirt  content,  and  by  hydrometer  to  ascertain  the  correct 
specific  gravity,  which  is  naturally  disturned  by  the  addition  of  water 
or  the  extraction  of  fat.  In  all  the  samples  taken  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  adulteration  or  the  milk  having  been  tampered  with.  Where 
necessary  the  attention  of  the  vendor  or  producer  was  drawn  to  the 
results  of  the  sampling  and  the  necessity  of  clean  production  and 
distribution  impressed. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice 
cream  was  six.  Nine  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  by  the  County 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  five  of  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  the  remaining  four  showed  reasonable  coliform  content  in  com- 
parative samples.  No  pathogenic  organisms  were  found  in  any  of 
the  samples  submitted. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 

354  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease.  All 
cases  enumerated  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were 
visited  as  early  as  possible  after  notification,  and  full  enquiries  were 
made  with  a view  to  tracing  the  source  of  the  infection.  The  fumi- 
gation of  the  premises  by  the  use  of  formaldyhyde  vapourising  fumi- 
gators,  together  with  such  bedding  and  clothing  as  was  necessary, 
was  carried  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  premises  disinfected  during 
the  year : — 


Houses  Rooms 


93 

281 

30 

138 

20 

21 

19 

42 

155 

454 

Cause 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis 
Other  medical  causes 
Other  causes 


323  936 
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Many  lots  of  old,  verminous  or  contact  bedding  after  illnesses 
causing  soiling  were  removed  and  destroyed.  Any  request  to  remove 
and  destroy  such  articles  must  be  accompanied  by  a card  intimating 
that  no  claim  against  the  Council  for  compensation  will  be  made. 

PETROLEUM  STORAGE. 

The  licensing  of  premises  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  has 
for  many  years  been  carried  out  by  the  Department.  During  the 
year  all  the  premises  which  had  been  deprived  of  storage  during  the 
war  were  again  brought  into  use  and  licensed  after  a thorough 
inspection  of  the  plant  had  been  made.  There  are  32  premises  where 
storage  installations  exist  and  the  total  storage  capacity  of  these  is 
3,463,280  gallons.  At  one  factory  a store  is  licensed  for  cellulose 
solution. 

Petroleum  storage  plants  are  visited  at  intervals  and  always 
reported  upon  when  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  are  being 
considered  by  the  appropriate  Committee. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

(Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  and  Ministry  of  Food 

Control). 

During  the  year  338  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rats 
and  mice  destruction.  61  infested  properties  were  dealt  with  and 
the  sewers  of  the  District  were  baited  and  poisons  laid.  The  number 
of  sewer  manholes  pre-baited  was  580  and  poison  baits  were  taken  at 
246  points.  The  method  of  treatment  was  to  lay  pre-baits  of  damp 
sausage  rusk  for  two  days  to  encourage  feeding  and  to  mix  zinc 
phosphide  as  a poison  with  rusk  on  the  third  day.  The  Ministry  of 
Food  who  were  prepared  to  make  a grant  for  such  sewer  treatments 
required  two  treatments  in  the  fiscal  year  but,  owing  to  bad  weather 
the  second  treatment  could  not  be  carried  out.  The  offer  of  grant 
was  however,  continued  for  the  following  fiscal  year.  Complete 
records  were  made  of  the  work  and  action  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  Infestation  Branch,  by  whom  financial  contribu- 
tion for  the  work  was  made. 

CONCLUSION. 

As  my  last  report  was  presented  to  the  Council  as  now  constituted, 
several  detailed  explanations  have  been  omitted,  as  the  members  now 
have  a fuller  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
Department. 
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